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Again to Mr. Parish he wrote on the 26th : " I was asked, 'Do you believe that Mr. Madison has accepted the proffered mediation of Russia ?' I replied, ' If it was offered; it was accepted/ The question was then put, * How does this accord with your idea that Mr. Madison means to continue the war ? ' ' Perfectly ; for, if he did not, he would have declined a mediation which tends to delay. England wishes peace, so that, if Mr. Madison wished it too, the treaty might be made in half an hour. But he does not/ I was again asked, * Suppose he should declare, in the most solemn and confidential manner, his earnest desire for peace ?' 'I should believe as much of it as I did of his proclamation. As to the loan, I think men in their senses will not take it at any price. A federalist, whose vote may in any wise support this war would be guilty of more than treason. It would be an act of impiety as well as treachery.' 'But suppose Mr. Gallatin should be able to demonstrate as clearly as any proposition in Euclid that the President means to make peace, what would you say to him?' I would say, iSir, your conversation has delighted me. I am now convinced that the President's present intentions are honest, and, lest he should chkrige his mind, I will use my endeavors to prevent him from borrowing one dollar. With money he may make peace, without it he must. But I hope you will, excuse me if I talk no further, for I must immediately set my broker at work to purchase old stock/ "                                       !
In a very long and exhaustive dissertation, dated April 5th, to his nephew David B. Ogden, on the war, and the honest opposition that, in his opinion, should be made to Madison's loan, he gave it as his opinion that,
"This war was declared by the honorable members representing inland States, under the pretext of protecting commerce and seamen, but for the avowed purpose
Iniquitous. If, on the contrary, it be admittedpliment to hu-strument of those- done for England, just now, would be to persuade Napoleon to incorporate the (late Austrian) Netherlands with the Kingdom of Holland. .                ......
